St Nicholas Church

Minutes

Yate Parish

Monday Sept 9th 2013, 7.30pm

Present:
Iain Macfarlane, Ros Bailey, John Ward, Wendy Ray, Paul Thurlow, John Davis, Sylvia
\
Abbott, Myra Jones, Ian Hodgson, Peter Nicholls
Item
1
2

Action

Who

When

JD/IM

ASAP

Prayer
Ian Hodgson was welcomed to the DCC.

Apologies for absence
Peter Gillespie, Ian Wallace

3
4
5

Pecuniary interest
None were declared

Minutes of last meeting
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.

Matters Arising
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Freezer in Kitchen
This is still ongoing.
Signage
Various examples of options for the new rendering were presented
and members made a decision on which one would be used.
Internet access for Willow Tree
This has still not been sorted but Iain was confident it would soon
be organized. Willow Tree had been very patient during the
problems.
Dodington in Bloom
Nessa from Jacobs Well and Iain escorted the judge, who was very
impressed by all the work done and we are optimistic that we will
win an award. Lots of the work was done by Jacobs Well, for which
we are grateful. The results should be known at the end of
September.
Use of two chalices
John Davis is investigating the purchase of a new chalice and has
been approached by someone else willing to donate towards the
cost.
Position of altar
At present the altar is on the dais but further forward. However,
people are still standing well back. It was agreed the lectern would
be moved back during the Peace to allow more room for people to
come forward for communion. Perhaps communicants could be
gently directed to move forward. Also, the servers need more
direction to standardize the words used. John Davis and Iain to
work on this and Iain will meet with the sub-deacons to co-ordinate
everything.
Welcome leaflets
These are to be launched next Sunday. Welcomers to be aware
and offer them to new people. Office staff to ensure there is a
supply in the coffee lounge at all times. Any amendments to the
leaflet to be notified to the office.
Regenerate
Staff from Regenerate have moved into the outer office at a rent of
£15 p.m. and this covers the cost of the new internet.

JD

Correspondence
 Courses
Two people, Myra Jones and Debbie Foster, will be attending a
Growing Leaders course at Downend.
Wendy
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Iain recommended an “Enriching Marriage” course.
 Gardening Day
th
st
This has been moved from 28 September to 21 September to
avoid clashing with Messy Church. It would be good if more people
from St Nicholas could support this as mostly it is attended by
Jacobs Well. In view of the short notice, members were asked to
encourage people to come along. Lunch will be provided.
 Food Bank
We have been approached by the food bank to ask if we could
again donate our Harvest Festival produce to them. They will
furnish us with a list of items needed in good time. This request
was agreed.
 Christmas Baptism
nd
Proposal for Gulshan’s grandson to be baptized on 22 December
in a special service whilst his parents are visiting. Therefore there
will be no Nativity Play this year. Unanimously agreed.
 “Christmas Child” Shoe Boxes
We have been approached to fill shoe boxes again for this charity.
If we agree to this we will need a co-ordinator to organize the boxes
being filled and picked up. Iain will approach Hannah and Peter N
will approach Mikki, who has had some involvement with them in
the past. As boxes are expensive to fill and a donation is also
required, it was suggested items/money could be brought in and
then we fill the boxes, Ros would be happy to help make them up.
It was agreed to do this if a co-ordinator could be found.
 Kitchen Premises Inspection
The kitchen premises have been inspected prior to Phase V moving
in and the only negative points were that some old leaves had been
left in a vase and there were some ants. Ros advised that the ant
problem had been sorted. Users to be advised not to leave
vegetation in the kitchen.
 Compost Bins
Sylvia asked whether the compost bins were usable again, as she
currently takes the rubbish home with her after doing the flowers
each week. Ros said the bins were not yet usable and Sylvia
asked to be told when they were.
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IM/PN

ASAP
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Telling the Good News
Iain circulated a sheet of possible ideas (attached) and advertising and
holding training days/ workshops was added to it. Paul asked if this was a
St Nicholas initiative or was it for the whole parish? Iain replied that for now
it was St Nicholas but the PCC would be interested to see if it could be
extended. Iain then outlined a possible plan for the Creative Mission Group
to organize a Parish Advent Calendar where people would set up a tableau
in their garage on a particular day so that people could visit – different
house each day through December until Christmas. Paul again
recommended “The Provocative Church” and Iain and Ros offered a copy to
anyone who would be interested in reading it. One of the ideas was to
organize an Art Exhibition in a church. His son’s church in Sheffield
organized a “Love Sheffield Day” when they gave out free hot cross buns to
people in the street and this provoked some interesting questions and
conversations. Iain commented that should we decide to go down this route
we should join with the Parish Creative Mission Committee. The members
then discussed the ideas sheet in small groups and agreed that their priority
would focus on training/workshops, and the need to challenge ourselves
and the congregation to think about what God is doing in their lives now.
Iain summarized that we need to help people know what the Good News is
and, underpinned with prayer, we need good theology. He would report to
the Ministry team to get their response so we can put together a plan to
encourage confidence in Telling the Good News. He will report back to the
next DCC meeting in November.
Wendy

IM
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Parish News
Alpha Course is starting at St Mary’s and leaflets will be available on
Sunday. Please invite anyone you know who may be interested.
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Finance Report

st

A “Statement of Financial Activity” to 31 July 2013 (attached) was
presented by Ian Hodgson, who was thanked for taking on the Finance
Officer’s position.
10

Payment to Ros as Verger
General feeling was that people wanted to discuss this face to face and due
nd
to time constraints, a meeting was arranged for Sunday 22 September
after the service of Morning Prayer.

11

Any Other Business
John Davis reported that a Church Directory had now been compiled and
that he and Hannah were thanked for their hard work. Wendy would keep a
copy in the office and any amendments should be reported to her.
It was agreed that the Church would finance the new flower pedestal which
Sylvia had purchased.
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Dates of Next Meetings
th
18 November

Minutes accepted by:
....................................................................

....................................................................................

Team Vicar

DCC Chair

Date: ..................................................

Wendy
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